
 

 Subject:  FW: Sharing of NASA research with the public 
 Date:  November 21, 2011 11:37:28 AM EST 
 
Per the request of Max Bernstein, I am forwarding this information. 
  
There is and has been more than one mechanism in place to carry out the distribution of NASA science 
and technical reports and publication. There are probably too many outlets and the information is 
getting lost. 
   
  Sent: Monday, November 21, 2011 11:27 AM  

 Subject: Re: Sharing of NASA research with the public 
  
Max,    

I saw the request for info in the PEN.    
Here is a thought, why create some new sight when there already is a sight, which is already tasked with the 
job.    

NTIS National Technical Information Service.    
The National Technical Information Service serves as the largest central resource for government-funded 
scientific, technical, engineering, and business related information available today. For more than 60 years 
NTIS has assured businesses, universities, and the public timely access to approximately 3 million 
publications covering over 350 subject areas <http://www.ntis.gov/about/coverage.aspx> .   
Our mission supports the Department of Commerce mission to promote the nation's economic growth by 
providing access to information that stimulates innovation and discovery. Public Law 102-245, Section 108 

American Technology Preeminence Act of 1991 This includes almost every area of science and research 

that NASA carries out.    
It is under the Department of Commerce, so ITAR and other export information should be addressed as well. 
    
It also already contains some NASA reports, NASA publications in other journals should be able to be placed 
there as well due to the copyright exclusion for NASA funded research publications.        

 

 

Subject: Public access to federally funded research 

 Date:  November 21, 2011 11:58:06 AM EST 

  
Further, There are existing federally funded information distribution organizations such as DITC, NTIS , 
NTRS, GPO and others, who should have specific guidance and distribution information concerning such 
reports. As Copyrights are forbidden on NASA and other federally funded research, the reports and 
journal articles should be available at distribution cost.   
  
Failure of the availability of federally funded research information that is not classified, is a failure of the 
organizations to meet the letter and intent of the law or, a lack of appropriate oversight of publications, 
or a lack of funding to disseminate the information. 
  
  
  
John S. Canham, Ph.D. 
Senior Staff Scientist 
Systems Engineering Group 
ATK Space 

http://www.ntis.gov/about/coverage.aspx

